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[bookmark: _GoBack]The class discussion on water consumption in the American Southwest had a huge positive impact on me as it enlightened my view of water usage beyond the ‘direct use’ to the ‘hidden use,’ the latter of which accounts for the largest water consumption by human activity. As discussed in class, there are two main factors that are contributing to the lower levels of water in the Colorado River. One of such factors is climate change. The long drought that started in the year 200 is still ongoing even today. This long drought has resulted in a significant reduction in the level of water in the river. A second factor responsible for the Colorado River’s lower water levels is overconsumption. This is because the river serves as the main source of water for Salt Lake City, Denver, Tucson, Phoenix, San Diego, Los Angeles and Albuquerque. 
The two groups that consume the most water in the American Southwest are the agricultural and industrial groups. Given agricultural and industrial activities are the most water consumers in the United States, water shortage will reduce the level of agricultural food production and supply in the country. This is because there will not be enough water supply to support and sustain high intensity of agricultural farming and industrial process, the two main hubs of food supply in the United States. One way in which water and energy are linked in the Southwest is the use of river waters to produce hydro-electric power used in the region. Secondly, water is used in agricultural farming which produces food that people consume for physical body energy.
On average, a U.S. citizen uses about 80 to 100 gallons of water per day. This rate of water consumption is nearly the same in countries like Australia and the Great Britain where the daily water usage of a person is about 89.8 gallons per day. Groundwater refers to the water which is held in rock pores and crevices or soil beneath the ground. This water cannot be replenished because underground water moves slowly through the unsaturated deep aquifers.
